
 

 

 

 
Bentonville, Van Buren and Mena, AR 

 

July 25, 2020 

Speakers 
 

Van Buren Sermonette: Larry Caldwell 

  Sermon: “Enter into the Joy of  

   Your Lord” by Joel Meeker 

 

Bentonville Sermonette: Walter McGowen 

  Sermon: Tom Clark 

 

Mena  Sermonette: Pre-recorded 

  Sermon: “Enter into the Joy of  

   Your Lord” by Joel Meeker 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Today – Regular services – all three  

     Congregations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunset time is for Alma, Arkansas 

Sunset tonight      8:27 pm 

Sunset next Friday     8:22 pm 

 

Announcements 
 

 

Fall Holy Days: With the ongoing reports of the coronavirus infection, Headquarters has asked that we 

plan for only one service for both the Feast of Trumpets and the Day of Atonement. Atonement we 

typically only have one service, and each of our congregations meet in the normal meeting hall.  

 

However we do need to make a change for Trumpets. Normally we combine all three congregations in 

Van Buren and have double services. Unfortunately, that building is not large enough for us all to be 

together and have “social distance” space between families for seating. That means we are going to have 

to meet in two locations.  

 

At this point we are planning to combine Mena and Van Buren for PM services at the Van Buren hall. 

Bentonville will meet for AM services at the normal hall. With the ban on snacks and food at the hall, we 

will not be able to bring lunch or have a pot luck as we’ve had in the past.  

 

Foundation Institute: Foundation Institute classes have been scheduled to begin on Aug. 24, but the 

rapidly increasing number of infections, especially in the larger cities of Texas, has required us to make 

some adjustments in our plans, and we wanted to share those changes with all of you. 

 

The faculty and administration met last week to consider several options for this year’s Foundation 

Institute program. After discussing a variety of possibilities, we came to the unanimous decision that 

because of the challenges of social distancing and other logistical requirements, both in the office and in 

student housing, it would not be feasible to bring a group of students in at this time. However, we also 



agreed that the Foundation Institute program is important, not only for the students themselves, but also 

for the entire Church, so canceling the program, even for a year, is not a good option. 

 

We further agreed that the interpersonal portion of the program—studying together, living together, 

building relationships with peers and faculty—is also a vital part of the program, and a strictly online 

program would not effectively allow that to take place. 

 

After considering several options, we agreed to establish a new, one-time-only academic calendar for this 

coming year. We are hopeful that the current infection rate will decline to more acceptable levels as 

various public measures are adopted. Therefore, we will plan to begin in-person classes on Monday, Jan. 

3, 2021, and conclude in mid-August. The next academic year would then begin in late August, and we 

would continue with our usual nine-month academic schedule, as we have since we began in 2012. 

 

We understand that this option is not perfect, but it still offers the full program to those who begin in 

January, while not exposing them to the heightened challenges we are facing right now. We are offering 

several options to the 17 students already accepted for this coming year, in hopes we can accommodate 

their needs. 

 

This changed schedule may also mean that a few additional students may wish to apply for this one-time 

January to August program. With that in mind, we are extending the deadline for applications to 

Foundation Institute to Oct. 30, 2020. Applications may be downloaded, or completed and submitted 

online, at the Foundation Institute website. 

 

We deeply appreciate your continued prayers, not only for the situation to improve, but that we can have 

the wisdom to know how to move forward in this unprecedented time. Thank you for your understanding 

and support. 

 

 

Church Administration 
 

Headquarters: 

Church of God, awa    Phone: 972-521-7777 

http://www.cogwa.org    Fax: 972-521-7770 

(Physical Address)  3701 Medical Center Dr., McKinney, TX   

(General Mail)  PO Box 3490, McKinney, TX  75070 

(Contributions) PO Box 731480, Dallas, TX  75373 

http://www.cogwa.org/

